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TARBLE ARTS CENTER
Newsletter • August 1995

EXHIBITIONS
FOLK ARTS FROM THE COLLECTION
-- through August 13, R. R. Donne/ley & Sons, Charleston National Bank,
and Paul T. Sargent Galleries
Wood carving, quilts and paintings by area folk artists and canes collected
by Burl lves are showcased. The exhibition was selected from the Tarble
Arts Center's Folk Arts Collection which numbers approximately 500
pieces. Most of the pieces on display were created in the late 1970s and
early 1980s by artists and artisans living in eastcentral and southeastern
Illinois. But some pieces are known to be older, including three quilts which
are dated 1840, c.191 0 and 1937. And many of the carvings and dioramas
by Ferd Metten, of Teutopolis, were probably made in the 1950s and
1960s, and perhaps earlier. The carvings exhibited include decoys and
other birds, animals, people, plaques, and turned vases. The quilts are
mostly pieced, with some applique and embroidered works. Most of the
paintings are nostalgic, depicting rural life, especially "the good old days"
before World War II. As a tribute to Burl lves, the noted Eastern alumnus
who recently passed away, the canes donated by Burl and Dorothy lves are
included in the exhibition. An eclectic collection, the origins and makers of
the canes are unknown.
SELECTED WORKS BY CARY KNOOP
--through August 13, Blaw-Knox and Heath Candy Galleries
Presented is a variety of Knoop's sculpture made between 1980 and the
present. Some of his most recently completed pieces are being shown for
the first time, and all of the sculpture exhibited is abstract. Knoop
sometimes provides clues to the subjects of his sculpture through the titles.
Others are largely non-objective, with no specific subject or theme stated,
and are simply entitled Sculptural Form with a number or date added.
Although Knoop may have had some very specific. subject or meaning in
mind when he made each piece, as abstract art there is no single or correct
interpretation to his sculpture. Everyone is free to find his or her own
meaning. Most of Knoop's sculpture is made of welded steel, although a
few are made of a combination of bronze, copper and wood. The works

range from pedestal-size to larger free-standing works, with a number of
wall pieces included.
The majority of Knoop's career has been spent as an educator at Eastern
Illinois University in combination with his activities as a practicing sculptor.
He joined Eastern's staff in 1953. Although Knoop retired from teaching at
Eastern Illinois University in 1985, he has remained active as an artist.
Born in Claypool, Indiana, Knoop received a BA in Art from Millikin
University in 1950 and an MFA in Art Education and Printmaking from the
University of Illinois-Urbana in 1953. He also did post graduate work in
Sculpture at the University of Illinois in 1961. Knoop's sculpture has been
exhibited at museums and galleries throughout the region and he has
completed numerous commissions.

SPRING CLASSES STUDENT AND FACULTV SHOWCASE
-- through August 13, Trailmobile, Anaconda Metal Hose, and Eisner Foods
Galleries
Works created through the Tarble Arts Center's non-credit art classes
during the spring 1995 session make up this exhibition, featuring works by
students of all ages. In addition, each Tarble class instructor is also
exhibiting a piece with his or her students' works. Included are group
projects done in Introduction to Ceramics, Painting I, and Painting II and
individual works from Sculpture I and Sculpture II classes for children.
Adult classes represented are Introduction to Monoprints, Intermediate
Watercolor, Too Busy to Quilt?, and Sculpting the Figure. A wide variety of
styles and media are presented, including ceramics, wood assemblages,
fused glass reliefs, acrylic and watercolor paintings, monoprints, quilted
wall hangings, and figurative reliefs and a bust cast in plaster.

WATERCOLORS FROM THE COLLECTION
-- August 11 - September 24, Brainard Gallery
Selected from the permanent collection, the paintings included present a
variety of styles in American art dating from the 1930s to the present. The
oldest work is an American Scene cityscape done under the auspices of
the WPA. Also featured are Photo-Realists work by Nancy Graham and
Lane Raiser, a Color Field abstraction by Alice Baber, a still life by Jane
Frey, a figure study by Walter Sorge, a traditional landscape by Calvin
Countryman, and a number of Best-Of-Show and purchase award winning
paintings from past Watercolor: Illinois biennial exhibitions.

SILENT SPACES
-- August 19 - September 17, Main Galleries
Paintings that evoke a feeling of stillness brought on by psychological and
emotional tension make up this exhibition. Featured are works by Lorraine
Peltz (Chicago), Judith Raphael (Chicago), Kathleen Eaton (Sleepy
Hollow, Illinois), Mark Barone (Paducah, Kentucky), Guy Benson (Decatur,
Illinois), and Janet Ballweg (Bowling Green, Ohio). All are accomplished
artists that have exhibited throughout the region and beyond. This
exhibition marks the first time any of these artists' works have been
exhibited at the Tarble, with the exception of Lorraine Peltz. The paintings
vary in subject, style, and size, but all possess a quiet aura.
That visual art can evoke an aura of silence caused by psychological
tension is demonstrated throughout history -- from Durer's Melancholia Ito
Goya's The Sleep of Reason Breeds Monsters to Hopper's Early Sunday
Morning to Rachel Whiteread's Room. What creates this feeling of quiet
isolation? Perhaps it is the confrontation of the recognizable with the
unresolvable -- the implicit meaning of the archetypal forms floating in the
confined space created by Guy Benson; the ominous domesticity of
Lorraine Peltz's still lites; the warm glow of Kathleen Eaton's empty
suburbias; the hyper-realism of Janet Ballweg's fictitious landscapes; the
cloying intimacy of Mark Barone's staged vignettes; the emotional
conundrums of Judith Raphael's pseudo family snapshots. Regarctless of
the style or subject, the significance of the works in the exhibition lies in
their invitation to investigation brought on by the ambivalent contexts in
which the subjects are presented. The exhibition was organized by
Tarble Director Michael Watts.

EVENTS
TARBLE ARTS CENTER RESUMES REGULAR HOURS
--August 15
Summer open hours of 1Oam-4pm Tuesday through Saturday and 1-4pm
Sunday end August 13th. Normal open hours of 1Oam-5pm Tuesday
through Friday, 10am-4pm Saturday, and 1-4pm Sunday resume on
August 15th.
NEW FACULTY RECEPTION
-- August 21, 2-4pm
New members of the EIU academic community are welcomed to campus in
this reception co-sponsored by the office of Faculty Development.
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-- Saturday, October 7
The Tarble Arts Center is planning a bus trip to the Art Institute of Chicago
to see Claude Monet: 1840-1926, the largest retrospective of the artist's
work ever mounted. Registration for the trip will begin in early August.
More complete information about the trip, including the cost and itinerary,
will be announced soon. Please phone the Tarble at 581-ARTS (2787) for
more information.

FROM THE CURATOR
The Tarble Arts Center is currently seeking persons interested in becoming
involved in the 1995/96 Docent Education Program. This program is an
essential part of the Center's efforts in offering quality art experiences to
the public free of cost. Our docents receive training in the visual arts in
exchange for leading exhibition tours to school and community groups
located within the Tarble's service area.
The docents receive their training through series of meetings, held
approximately once a month on Monday mornings at 1Oam. The 1995/96
schedule will include exhibition tours, video presentations, studio
demonstrations, and visiting speakers. The monthly meetings consist of
guided exhibition tours, along with occasional video presentations or guest
speakers, followed by tour scheduling. Tarble docents will also receive free
catalogues from selected exhibitions.
The 1995/96 Docent Education Program begins on August 28th at 1Oam
with exhibition tours of Watercolors from the Collection and Silent Spaces.
During the October meeting, docents will view a video on Mexican Folk Art
followed by exhibition tours of the EIU Art Faculty Exhibition and Folk Arts
of Mexico. The December meeting will consist of exhibition tours of Art
From the Driver's Seat: Americans and Their Cars and Selections From
the Permanent Collection. The spring series of meetings includes tours of
a number of solo shows by contemporary midwest artists as well as tours of
the 1996 All-Student Show, the 1996 Graduate Art Exhibition, the 14th
International Children's Exhibition, and Caddo and Quapaw Ceramics from
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville.
Last year, more than 2,500 youths and adults received guided exhibition
tours at the Tarble Arts Center. These tours would not have been possible
without the volunteer efforts of our docents. Anyone interested in
increasing their knowledge of the visual arts while providing unique
educational experiences for the schools and other community groups
should phone the Tarble Arts Center at 581-ARTS (-2787) for more
information.
-- Kit Morice

FROM THE DIRECTOR
The Tarble staff has been hard at work making plans for another full year of
programming. This year's major exhibition, Art from the Driver's Seat:
Americans and Their Cars, is essentially a survey of Twentieth Century
American art with the automobile as the unifying theme. Included are
paintings by John Sloan and Grandma Moses, Jacob Lawrence and Red
Grooms, drawings by John Marin and Thomas Hart Benton, prints by Claes
Oldenburg and Wayne Thiebaud, and photographs by Dorthea Lange and
Ansel Adams, to name only a few. Kit Morice is organizing two exhibitions
which will serve as the subjects for upcoming Fifth Grade Enrichments -Folk Arts of Mexico (festival masks, retablos, antique milagros and wood
carvings) and Quapaw and Caddo Pottery (a small overview of ceramic
forms and decoration by peoples native to North America). The season
opens with a painting invitational entitled Silent Spaces, which is described
in this newsletter. Solo exhibitions include the large, kinetic sculptural
installation Franklenstein by Wendy Caiman, parodies on African American
stereotypes by Vince Smith, and photographs by Jeanette May and Lou
Marcus. A complete listing will be published soon.
The Tarble Arts Center has been fortunate to receive five art works as gifts
for the permanent collection. The woodcut The North Entrance by Charles
Turzak was donated by Mike and Diane Knoop, and has been added to the
Tarble's collection of American Scene prints. Turzak, who lived and
worked in Chicago in the 1920s and 1930s, is chiefly known for Abraham
Lincoln: Biography in Woodcuts which he wrote, illustrated and published.
He also illustrated All About Chicago by Ruth Ashenhurst and Benjamin
Franklin by Florence Turzak. Turzak is represented in the collections of the
Library of Congress and the Illinois State Historical Library. From Mary
Shull the Tarble received four paintings by Carl Shull. Most of Carl Shull's
professional life was spent at Eastern teaching painting and drawing. He
was also the first director of the Paul T. Sargent Gallery (the predecessor of
the Tarble Arts Center) a position he held for eighteen years. Shull
remained active as an artist after he retired from EIU in 1982. He passed
away in 1993. The donated paintings represent four different phases of
Shull's varied career as an artist -- Abstract Expressionism, collaged Pop
Art, fantastic fictional creatures, and somber abstract figure studies. On
behalf or the Tarble's constituents, my thanks for these additions to the
collection.
Updates concerning the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Institute of Museum
Services (IMS) are issued by the American Association of Museums almost
weekly. As of this writing the reauthorization of all three agencies was
approved by the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee, with
significant changes to the agencies' funding authority and functions -- the

IMS would be joined with an existing library program to form the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, and funding for the NEA and NEH would be
cut 25% over the next five years with most individual fellowship grants
eliminated. The Senate reauthorization bill now goes to the full Senate
where "rancorous debate is nearly certain." The House authorization bill
calls for the termination of the NEA and NEH after three years but retains
the IMS and at current funding levels. During floor debate on the FY96
Interior Appropriations bill, efforts to eliminate funding for the NEA and NEH
were defeated, but budgets were set at $21.0M for the IMS (down from
$28.7M for FY95), $99.5M for the NEH (down from $172.4M), and $99.4M
for the NEA (down from $162.5M). And the House leadership reportedly
agreed to this bill in a deal which shortens the phase-out period for the NEA
from three years to two. Again, the American Association of Museums and
Illinois Arts Alliance urge you to continue to contact your elected officials to
inform them of your support. For the telephone numbers, fax numbers, or
addresses of your Senators and Representative please contact me at the
Tarble Arts Center.
-- Michael Watts

NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS
-- May 15-August 15

Supporting Patron
James K. & Wanda Johnson

Family Patron
Nell Lanphries
Kenneth & Lilam Bidle

Individual Patron
Marilyn Joy Coles
Carl Lorber
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NEW IN THE GIFT SHOP
AND SALES RENTAL/GALLERY
Jackie Worden has recently supplied the Gift Shop with a new selection of
ceramic pins. True to her style, plants, the landscape, and other subjects
from nature serve as the imagery for these works. Norma Emmerich has
two new paintings, both florals, in the Sales/Rental Gallery. Like all of her
works, these paintings are meticulously crafted and full of color. A new
artist for the Sales/Rental Gallery is printmaker Carol Jokinen from Terre
Haute. The four works featured by Jokinen are a color lithograph, two color
serigraphs, and landscape done in handmade paper.
The art in the
Sales/Rental Gallery are on a rent-to-own program. This offers a very
affordable way to acquire original works of art for the home or office, with
payments for as little as $20 every other month. For more information
about the Sales/Rental program contact the Tarble office.

UPCOMING FOR SEPTEMBER
1995 Art Faculty Exhibition-- Sept. 23-0ct. 29
Art Faculty Reception -- Sept. 24, 2-4pm
Folk Arts of Mexico-- Sept. 29- Nov. 26

Staff:

Michael Watts, Director
David Pooley, Registrar

Kit Morice, Curator of Education
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary

James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
Volunteer Coordinators:
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Education Program
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery
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ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- Spm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 1- 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise
noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland
Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble Arts Center is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and by Tarble
Arts Center membership contributions.
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